October NEWSLETTER 2020
COVID-19 UPDATE
We have set up an email for parent/carers to use in order that you will be
able to inform school of any changes relating to Covid-19 only over the half
term break.

covid19@hillside.lancs.sch.uk
Please email immediately over half term if:
1. Your child has a COVID test and is awaiting results
2. Your child is self isolating due to somebody in your household who is
having a test or has tested positive
3. You have been contacted by Test and Trace and your household is self
isolating
If you need to travel abroad over half term please remember to check any
quarantine periods set out by the Government following your return.
Please use the link below for Government advice.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-travel-corridors

Class 4 The children have all settled back into school so well, we are really proud of

them all!
We have already had such a busy half term and been working so hard. We have been
enjoying reading stories about the weather along with our elephant friend Elmer; listening to the wind, drawing shapes in the clouds and splashing in puddles with our wellies.
We have started to use theme boards to talk about the stories and ask for different props
to play with. In maths we have been practising counting, number recognition, following
patterns and looking
at temperatures. We were able to eat ice cream to investigate if it was hot or cold, yum!
Our science lessons have been in Forest schools exploring seasonal changes and looking after the plants in the poly tunnel,
we have also planted some carrots ready for next year. During our creative curriculum we have investigated different
weathers, we had lots of sensory activities; creating our own snow, making windsocks to hang outside, splashing in puddles, flying kites and ice lollies in the sunshine.
We have been practising lots of life skills this term too; walking safely around school, getting dressed and undressed independently, collecting equipment, making snacks, practising pouring drinks and working on our personal hygiene are just a
few of the activities we have enjoyed. We have made such amazing progress in such a short time especially with all the
changes in school!

Class 2 have been very busy this half term and hit the ground running.
The children have embraced our sensory story which were all linked to the weather. ‘Elmer’s Weather’, ‘Shark
in the Park on a Windy Day’ and ‘The Sunny Day’. They loved exploring all the different props to support the
story. By having this experience, it led us to create some fabulous masterpieces in art linked to the different type
of weathers. The children enjoyed playing a variety of musical instruments and listening to the noises they
make as we sang, I hear thunder and pitter patter rain drops. We also started to learn some songs that have actions.
Also, they have been learning a few different number songs. Oh and how can I forget our intensive interactions
sessions. They have been amazing and we have had so much engagement from all the children. From the Class
2 team.

Class 5 have been learning all about the weather during this half term. We have explored different types of

weather and the appropriate clothing to wear. We have also carried out weekly rainfall measures using our handmade gauges.
Being active within our classroom is enjoyed by Class 5 who use Go Noodle for desk-side movements – our favourite song to move to is ‘Banana Banana Meatball’, you can access this at home using the following link:
https://family.gonoodle.com/activities/banana-banana-meatball
Our independence is growing as we are now transitioning from our taxis independently!

The children in Class 6 have all settled back into the school routine fantastically well. We have had a very
busy half term with the children all achieving so much already despite all the changes they have faced!
In Maths we have been exploring 2D shapes and are getting really good at naming the shapes and some of their
properties. In English we have been reading two sensory stories, one about ‘The Jungle’ and one based on the
book ‘Things I like’ by Anthony Browne. Class 6 have really enjoyed our RE lessons this half term which have
been based around Harvest. We have explored a variety of fruit, vegetables and cereal and learnt a little bit about
Farms. The children have particularly liked playing with our Play Mobil farm, naming the different animals and
participating in structured play.
As part of PSHE we have been sharing with the rest of the group who the special people are in our lives. The
children have all loved seeing photos of their family and telling us who each family member is, with support. We
have also been learning Makaton signs for Mummy, Daddy, Sister and Brother. On a Friday afternoon Class 6
have been working on independently preparing food. We started with making our own toast, moving onto preparing a sandwich and then making some very yummy Pizza’s.
In music we have been listening to a range of different genres of music and communicating in different ways to
say which one we liked. We have also been exploring different instruments in our music sessions.
We have recently started using Attention Autism a few times a week to introduce phonics. The children are really enjoying these sessions and often will ask for more. We have also just introduced the Zones of Regulation
which has started with us thinking
about how we are feeling.

Class 8 The children have all settled

in well to their new class. This half
term we have been reading the Roald
Dahl book ‘The Twits’ and our focus
in Maths was shape. The children
have enjoyed making shapes from pliable material and even had a go at
making their own playdough.
We have had great fun
baking and completing
activities relating to
Halloween. We loved
the Halloween party in
the ‘dark room’.

Class 9

have all enjoyed the first half term in class. In
Maths lessons we have played Bingo – using counters to
cover the numbers on our boards as they are displayed on
the whiteboard.
Our theme for the semi-formal curriculum is “My Friends
and Family”. We have compared the eye colour, hair colour, age and birthday month for the pupils in the class.
We have linked this work to an ASDAN qualification
called “New Horizons” that we are going to work towards
during the year.
In English lessons we have read a story called “It’s ok to
be different”. The text celebrates diversity and the differences in individuals. The pupils have worked well matching pictures and key words as the text is read.
The pupils have taken part in regular physical activity by
walking / cycling around the school grounds.

Class 12 have had a great start to the year! This half

term we have started to look at our ICT skills, having
regular communication sessions on google classroom and
sharing funny videos with each other, careers and transition challenge building up our independence skills, learning to read music using colours and shapes, forest
schools, class 12 bake off and the class favourite - performing arts, where we have looked at role play, mime
and special effects make up. We had some very convincing cuts and bruises! Well done everyone!

Class 13 have returned to Hillside very happily and

settled quickly in to their new lessons and routines.
Some of our pupils are enjoying eating lunch in the
‘Quiet Café’ which provides a space for anyone who
likes less noisy environments.
We have started the year with an introduction to the
Zones of Regulation, learning which colour corresponds
to which emotions and watching some lively bucket sessions to keep us entertained and focussed! We have also
been enjoying some sensory baking sensory Drama sessions as well as starting some Asdan work.
During relaxation time, we all enjoy TacPac, followed by
Deep Breathing and then relaxing to calming music before our afternoon sessions.

Class 14 Over the half term have been working on Myself and Others and created some lovely artwork for a display of our students

favourite TV shows. Leading to some lovely artwork making jigsaws, 'funny faces', colouring, drawing and painting our favourite
TV Characters. Here are our final paintings. We are really pleased how they turned out.
Over the half term we have been using Zones of Regulation to learn about our emotions and feelings. We have been concentrating on
labelling emotions, thinking about what they look like and importantly which zone these are in. We have done this through labelling
and matching activities, artwork and had lots of fun creating and copying the facial expressions sad, happy, anxious and angry.

Class 10 have had a great start to the academic year. We have been devel-

oping our English skills daily in reading and comprehension, spelling and
constructing sentences. In maths we have been practising multiplication and
measure.
Science lessons have included a variety of experiments.
Our creative curriculum lessons have been linked to the Tudors and we have
investigated Henry VIII. It was fun to make our own model Tudor houses.
In forest schools we have enjoyed exploring the school grounds and collecting conkers and having conker fights. We have been developing our social
skills through a variety of communication activities including daily circle-time, shared practical activities and
role-play. In RE sessions we have considered situations in school which may require forgiveness. We have developed our fitness through our PE sessions which have been linked to Pokemon and Harry Potter.
Have a good half-term break everyone from Class 10.
Welcome to Class 3
We are so happy to have the children back at
school. Everyone has settled in to the school
routine and are enjoying our weather theme.
We have been exploring the weather doing
Hello sessions and have been feeling the wind
on our faces, feeling the warmth from a lavender pad, sheltering from the rain under umbrellas and feeling the coldness of ice.
In art we are making our very collage own
rainbow and in science we have been
exploring hot and cold foods.
We are enjoying daily intensive interaction
sessions and TACPAC and experiencing
messy sensory play.
After the holidays we will
be using our senses to explore Autumn objects.
Have a super break from
the class 3 team.

Class 1 This half term we have enjoyed wel-

coming our new children into Class 1! They
have settled beautifully into school routine and
are making lovely relationships with all supporting adults in class. Our topic this half term
has been ‘Ourselves’ and we have enjoyed the
story ‘If you’re happy and you know it’ and
‘We are different, we are the same’. We are
now focusing on a story about families and all
the nice things we like to do when spending
time with them. We are also beginning phonics
work and have enjoyed listening to everyday
sounds. In Maths we have enjoyed many
counting songs and rhymes, focusing on following counting sequences. We have also been
learning about colours and have explored objects of a different colour each week on our
‘Wow table’! We are enjoying daily Tac Pac
sessions combining music and touch, in addition to having fun exploring art, music and different sensory/messy play activities in the afternoons. It has been a busy but wonderful half
term!

Class 11 Wow! What a return to school we have had! We are

super proud of all the pupils who have been vigilant in their hand
washing and being mindful of others around school. We quickly settled as a class group and we have all been working super hard.
We have been learning about number and data handling in maths
and have also been developing our comprehension of different texts
in English. We have thoroughly enjoyed learning about light in Science and in particular how shadows are formed. We have watched
and then made our own version of a shadow puppet and investigated
what happens to the shadow if the light source is closer or further
away. On a Friday we have enjoyed playing games together to develop our social skills and it has been lovely to see all of the class
involved and playing games together. We have been working on our
qualifications in which we have learnt about ourselves and others,
our likes and dislikes, keeping ourselves safe online and cyberbullying as well as car maintenance and how to store foods effectively.

We have Sticky Toffee Puddings for sale to
raise money for new swings.
They are £5 each.
Each pudding weighs 290g and is heated in the
microwave.
They were made in a small family run bakery in
Lancaster, Goodness Baked and are to be eaten
by end of Dec 2020.
If you would like to order/reserve any please
either ring the school office on 01772 782205 or send
money/cheque
in an envelope with details on the front.

All money raised
will go towards
new swings for
the playground.

SCHOOL FUNDRAISING – we have a number of ways in which you can help raise funds for

school.
If you are able to help us by using any our existing methods below we would be most grateful. Many
thanks.
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets customers enjoy the same wide selection of products,
low prices, and convenient shopping features as on amazon.co.uk. The difference is that when customers shop
through smile.amazon.co.uk, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the net purchase price of eligible purchases to the
charitable organisations selected by customers.
In order to browse or shop through AmazonSmile, customers must first select a charitable organisation.
Once they have chosen their charity they can shop the site as they normally would. Only purchases made through
smile.amazon.co.uk are eligible to generate donations.

Easyfundraising is similar to Amazon Smile –
it costs nothing to use but a small donation is
made to school by retailers when something is
bought through the site.
If you are able to support us through this
please go to easyfundraising.org.uk for more
information.

A ticket for the lottery costs just £1 per week.
There is a guaranteed cash winner for your school every week and the chance
to win the £25,000 jackpot.
The draw takes place every Saturday and winners are notified by email. You
will also go into the Jackpot draw for £25,000!!
For every ticket sold 76% goes towards school and prizes. If you would like to
take part please go to https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/ to join. Thank you.

And finally ………. Well done to our pupils who contributed to
the Harvest display at St Lawrence’s church in Longridge.
They have helped to create a seed picture linking with the
theme ‘Seeds of Hope’.
I have been very pleased to see everyone return after the
Summer break and we are all working hard in school to support
our pupils during this difficult time.
I hope that you and your families all remain safe during the half term
break and I would like to thank you all for your continued support.
Paul Leaper, Headteacher
School re-opens Monday 2nd November at 9.10am

