
“ I  d i d n ’ t  t h i n k  I  n e e d e d  a  s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  
b u t  i f  y o u  f e e l  y o u r  c h i l d  w i l l  n e e d  s u p -
p o r t  f r o m  s o c i a l  c a r e  a n d  h e a l t h  a s  a n  
a d u l t ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  r e q u i r i n g  d i r e c t  p a y -
m e n t s ,  y o u  m a y  w a n t  t o  c o n t a c t  F i r s t  
R e s p o n s e  f o r  a n  a s s e s s m e n t .  W i t h o u t  a n  
a d u l t  s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  a n d  s u b j e c t  t o  a s -
s e s s m e n t ,  y o u  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  s e t  u p  
a  p e r s o n a l i s e d  b u d g e t  p a c k a g e  f o r  
a d u l t h o o d .  I t  c a n  t a k e  s o m e  t i m e  f r o m  
t h e  f i r s t  p h o n e  c a l l  r e q u e s t i n g  a  s o c i a l  
w o r k e r  t o  s e t t i n g  u p  t h e  p a c k a g e ,  s o  
p a r e n t s  m a y  w a n t  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h i s  
n o w . ”        ( p a r e n t  o f  a  c h i l d  i n  Y e a r  1 1 )  

A D V I C E  

Hillside Specialist School  

& College 

“ I  w o u l d  s u g -
g e s t  t h a t  i f  t h e  

y o u n g  p e r s o n  
n e e d s  t o  s e t  u p  
t h e i r  o w n  b a n k  
a c c o u n t ,  i t  i s  
e a s i e r  i f  t h e y  
d o  s o  b e f o r e  

t h e i r  1 8 t h  
b i r t h d a y . ”  

i n f o r m a t i o n  

T I P S  F O R  &  

F R O M   

P A R E N T S  

Direct Payments can 
form part of a person-

alised budget. It is 
money from Social 
Care which can be 

used to meet the social 
and health needs of 

adults with disabilities. 

At 16, the young person becomes an 
adult for Disability living Allowance 
purposes. Parent/carers can no longer 
give consent on their behalf. Prior to 
the child’s 16th birthday you may need 
to apply for “appointeeship” if the 
young person cannot handle their own 
affairs.  

What is appointeeship? 
 

At 16 you will need to apply to the Dept of Work 
and Pensions for appointeeship if the young person 
has not got the capacity to handle their own affairs. 

This can be requested directly from the Dept of 
Work and Pensions t if there is a renewal set of 

forms for DLA then there is a section on the form 
for this to be requested. 

You will need to re-apply 
for transport during Year 
14 if your son/daughter 

intends to go onto further 
education after Year 14. 

Check your will is 

up to date. Mencap 

recommend you set 

up a trust for your 

disabled child to 

make sure they are 

taken care of finan-

cially when you’re 

not around. 

At 16, young people have the 
right to make decisions about 
their support, education 
and EHC plan including the 
right to control a personal 
budget. Your child may still 
need your support to make de-
cisions on their behalf. 

The ability to make decisions is 
called mental capacity. If your 
child lacks mental capacity 
when they become an adult, 
you can apply to become a 
deputy. As a deputy, you’ll be 
authorised by the Court of Pro-
tection to make decisions on 
their behalf. 
 

From the age of 18 a young per-
son will be transferred to adult 

social care services. If your 
child has complex needs the 

Transition Service will support 
them throughout the transition 
to adult social care so they are 

prepared before their 
18th birthday.  

Start planning early…. 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/education/moving-into-further-education.aspx
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/education-health-and-care-plans/what-is-an-education-health-and-care-plan.aspx
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/finance/personal-budgets.aspx
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/finance/personal-budgets.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/become-deputy
https://www.gov.uk/become-deputy
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/social-care/transition-to-adult-social-care.aspx
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/social-care/transition-to-adult-social-care.aspx

